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Merry Christmas and best wishes for the New Year from Sarah and me!  

We have gotten through a year that has been difficult for everyone.  Let us hope 
and believe that 2021 will be a turning point toward a renewed national spirit 

and a return to our wonderful American way of life.  

I have had some news from District 41 clubs.  I applaud your efforts to keep your membership togeth-
er as well as the success of the fund-raising events that have been held.  The zoom meetings that I 
know about have been well done and generally the attendance has been respectable.  We are planning 
to have the second quarterly meetings conducted by zoom.  Hopefully we can return to in-person 
meetings in the third quarter.  

Contained in this newsletter is information about the District JOI Blanket Drive.  This is a very worth-
while endeavor and a wonderful way to support our community.  It would be great if all the adult 
clubs could support our District 41 JOI efforts.  

Also in this newsletter is Optimist International guidance on Optimist conduct during this epidemic 
which was sent to me by our Region Vice President.  

I am looking forward to “seeing” everyone during our second quarter meetings.  Thanks you for your 
Optimism and for your continued support of our community youth.  Bill Parry - CALSO Governor 
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Ray’s Comedy Corner 

in Memory of R
ay Naud 

Ask Someone To Be  

An Optimist Member 

CALSO District 2nd Quarter MeetingsCALSO District 2nd Quarter Meetings  

CALSO District Optimists Members 

   Because of the coronavirus, the 2nd Quarter Executive Meeting and the 2nd District Quar-
terly Meeting will be held online as a Zoom meeting. You are invited to join us. The dates are 
as follows:  

 2nd Quarter Executive Meeting - January 2nd, 9 am 

 2nd District Quarterly Meeting - January 16th, 9 am 

   The instructions for joining the meetings are as follows: 

District online Zoom Meetings. Join us to see old friends and find out what is going on in our 
District. 

Join Zoom Meeting: Type/paste this link into your internet browser (Safari, Google, Etc.) 
Zoom will open and ask for the password  

https://kingchavez-org.zoom.us/j/87260398812?pwd=M2tENE5lTkg3SWZ6cGk1RDZMVkdQQT09  

Or if you have the Zoom app: 

Meeting ID: 872 6039 8812 

Passcode: optimist 

Hope to see you on Zoom –  Mike Poirier - 
Southernor Editor 
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David Eller Passing - Fellow Optimists and Friends, 
 Our longest serving member of the Del Mar – Solana Beach Optimist Club 
passed away peacefully during the night with his beloved Audrey by his 
side.  
 David was the Optimist’s “Optimist”.  In addition to conducting his insur-
ance business activities, and his dedication to the game of golf, David spent 
the majority of his hours away from home promoting Optimism and his own 
Del Mar – Solana Beach Optimist Club and its many community service 
activities it performed year after year.  In his ever-present corduroy sport 
coat, golf sweater, and inviting smile, David was constantly on the lookout 
to invite new candidates to join him and the Club in its pursuit of service to 
youth.  He was always prepared, carrying around in the vest pocket of that 
coat an envelope with information about his Optimist Club’s great deeds 
performed throughout the years, and an application for membership into the 
Club.  A highly successful recruiter, David sponsored more than 50 new 
members into the Club.  
 During David Eller’s more than 36 years of membership in the Del Mar – 

Solana Beach Optimist Club he took on ever increasing roles including serving as the Club President at least four times, 
including becoming a Distinguished President as well as an Honor President.  David served as a member on the Club’s 
Board of Directors virtually every year, providing stability, guidance, and much of the ‘corporate knowledge’ and histo-
ry of the Club to the other Board Members.  David served the Club nobly and with distinction in his leadership roles.  
 David combined his love of golf and his love of Optimism to achieve perhaps his greatest service to the organiza-
tion.  David created and Chaired the annual David B. Eller Youth Fund Golf Tournament event for a quarter of a century 
raising more than a quarter of a million dollars to support the Club’s youth service activities.  There was no one more 
committed to this tournament and its only objective of raising funds to support the kids.  The funds raised through Da-
vid’s efforts supported the Club’s youth focused programs and activities including; continuous sponsorship of Cub 
Scout Pack 734 for a quarter of a century, scholarship contests for annual Essay competitions, Oratorical competitions, 
and annual Club sponsored scholarship awards to graduating Seniors from the local area high schools.  David led the 
Club in its support of The Miracle League of San Diego’s program offering safe ball playing activities for challenged 
youth athletes.  David recruited the League’s founder into membership in the Club and lead the sponsorship of one of 
the League’s youth ball teams during each Spring and Fall Season.  The funds raised through David’s Golf Tournament 
have provided constant support for the Club’s activities with the Casa de Amistad organization, the San Dieguito Herit-
age Museum, and The Winston School.   
 There were many youth-oriented programs David supported and encouraged, none dearer or closer to home than 
the Childhood Cancer programs spearheaded by David’s dedicated wife, Audrey.  Largely through Audrey’s efforts, 
leadership, and commitment, the Club provided continuous support to Rady Children’s Hospital, The Ronald McDon-
ald House of San Diego, Seany Camp Reach for The Sky Cancer Camp for Kids, the Chad’s Brackets Red Wag-
ons program, and the California South Optimist Districtwide efforts to eliminate childhood cancer.  David was always 
by Audrey’s side as she led these efforts.  
 Another program David was involved with since its inception and supported throughout the years is the Vic Kops’ 
Children Challenge Awards program recognizing the talents, achievements, and obstacles overcome by youth in the 
elementary school grade levels.  The program originated by Vic Kops in the last century and operated in the last few 
decades by the late Susan Pfleeger and her team brings ties with the community’s elementary schools, students, teach-
ers, parents, and administrators.  
 Of particular importance for Middle School and High School aged children is the Club’s sponsorship and support of 
Junior Optimist International (JOI) Clubs.  Supporting the establishment and sponsorship of these youth service clubs in 
the local high school district has provided opportunities for JOI Club members to personally learn and grow while tak-
ing on leadership responsibilities for community service projects benefiting many elements of the community.  The JOI 
Clubs are a microcosm of the adult Optimist Club and are advised and guided in their efforts to perform valuable com-
munity service.  David encouraged the development and support of the sponsored JOI Clubs as a way to interact with 
the younger members of our area and their schools and families.  
 David was also well known and respected in the California South (CALSO) Optimist International District having 
served as a District Lt. Governor, as an Optimist International Foundation (OIF) Club Foundation Representative 
(CFR), and as a CALSO 2013 Optimist of the Year along with wife Audrey.  David was awarded the Optimist Interna-
tional’s Builder of Excellence award in 2018 and achieved Optimist International’s highest Personal Growth and In-
volvement (PGI) Level 10 Award in 2019.  David’s service to the CALSO Optimist District was exemplary and will be 
greatly missed. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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 David’s loss is particularly hard felt by the more 
than a dozen current Club members he sponsored 
into membership into the Del Mar – Solana Beach 
Optimist Club, and also by the dozens of other Club 
members who have grown to know, respect, and 
love ‘Optimist’ David Eller.    
 As Club Member Warren Raps aptly put it, “We 
as a Club shall meet, and we shall miss him, there 
will be the empty chair, but in our hearts his 
memory we will bear, forever.  Goodbye David.”  
 David’s stated last wish for those who would like to 
remember him is that you do it with a monetary do-
nation to the ‘David B. Eller Youth Fund Golf Tour-
nament’.  David’s suggested way to make this re-
membrance is to send a check payable to ‘Optimist 
Club DMSB’ and note in the memo line, ‘Optimist 
Club Youth Fund’.  Your check should be sent to 
the Club Treasurer, Jeff Mattfolk, who will credit it 
to the proper account.  Jeff’s Address is: 
Jeff Mattfolk 
717 Nob Avenue 
Del Mar, CA 92014 

(Continued from page 3) 

   December 2nd, the El Cajon Optimist 
Club met in the Denny’s parking lot. Be-
cause of the COVID-19, our regular meet-
ing place was in lockdown. Wanting to get 
together for a short impromptu meeting, 
eight members gathered in the cold evening 
air. Members dropped of recycle materials 
for the clubs fund raising project. A few 
items of business were taken care of and 
within fifteen or twenty minutes we were 
headed back to our warm homes.  
   Everyone is anxious to get back together 
face to face, who knows when that time will 
come? 
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Sunrise San Diego Optimists had their final food 
outing before the shut down.  We all met at Johnny 
B's in La Mesa for fellowship and holiday cheer.  
We wrote notes on our Sunrise SD Christmas cards 
to five military families we sponsored with the 
M.O.M. organization. Each year we sponsor several 
families to breakfast, toys and a visit from Santa 
and Mrs. Claus but due to lock down, we opted for 
another way to help. The club and members were 
able to donate $50 in gift certificates to each family 
and our own Patti Haynes knitted scarfs for all the 
moms.  

 

In the cards we shared our Optimist creed and a per-
sonal note to invite them to our meetings and join 
the Optimist organization.  A fun event for all and 

until time is right Sunrise SD will continue to meet on zoom every Tuesday at 0900 am.  

 

Members: Brice and Carol Lockwood, Bob and Patti Haynes, Diana Drummey, Dennis Andolsek, 
and Dave Scheidnes (Tom LaDuc not pictured). 

Sunrise San Diego Club NewsSunrise San Diego Club News  
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Submitted by Diana Drummey 
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Optimists, Junior Optimists, and Friends,  

Our California South (CALSO) Junior Optimist International (JOI) District Governor, Timothy Jordan, 
has identified a critical need of the homeless in our communities.  Timothy has organized a GoFundMe 
campaign as a CALSO JOI Districtwide virtual community service project.  All funds raised during this 
CALSO Junior Optimists Districtwide Winter Blanket Fundraising Drive will go to the local ‘Alpha Pro-
ject’ nonprofit organization for the purchase of blankets for the homeless.  Please read JOI Governor Timo-
thy Jordan’s forwarded message below, and view his attachment to this message.  All CALSO JOI Club 
members, Optimist Club members, friends, relatives, and others are invited to join in and participate in this 
worthy Optimist community service project by giving whatever you can contribute to this GoFundMe cam-
paign.  Please share this opportunity with everyone!  

Optimistically, Jim Parrotte  

CALSO Optimist District Junior Optimist Clubs Committee Co-Chair 

Hello Optimists! It’s CALSO JOI District Governor Timothy Jordan here! I hope each and every one of 
you is having a great holiday season and are staying safe amidst the current times.  

Usually, we all would get together for a project and have our quarterly meeting in person, but due to the cir-
cumstances, we are unable to do that. However, we have the incredible opportunity to meet virtually and 
have a virtual service project. For this quarter we will be having a GoFundMe drive to raise money for the 
Alpha Project. Here are the basics of our project:  

CALSO Junior Optimists Districtwide Winter Blanket Fundraising Drive  

Who: Anyone can donate! Share with your friends and family!  

When: December 10th – January 23rd  

Where: This GoFundMe link -> gf.me/u/zcbdws  

Why: Raise money for the Alpha Project in San Diego  

Goal: Raise 5000 dollars  

The Alpha Project is a nonprofit organization that serves the homeless right 
here in San Diego. During the winter months and the pandemic, the people 
of the community need our help and optimism more than ever! I encourage you all to share this fundraiser 
and attached PDF with friends and family so they can donate to this worthy cause!  

On the last day of our drive, we will be having our quarterly JOI district meeting over Zoom to discuss Op-
timists activities from the quarter. Zoom information will come in a later email.  

Please reach out to me via email if you have any questions! My email is timothyjordan619@gmail.com.  

 

Optimistically, Timothy Jordan CALSO JOI District Governor 
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The Optimist Creed 

Promise Yourself —  
To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 
 
To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet. 
 
To make all your friends feel that there is something in them. 
 
To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true. 
 
To think only of the best, to work only for the best and expect only the best. 
 
To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your 
own. 
 
To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements 
of the future. 
 
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature 
you meet a smile. 
 
To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time 
to criticize others. 
 
To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too 
happy to permit the presence of trouble. 
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